
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9 June 2017 

 
 
 
Dear Forbes Society Member 
 
 
Re: Membership renewal – Forbes Society 2017-2018 
 
At this time of year, renewal of your subscription to the Forbes Society is sought.  
Memberships are renewed annually, and run for the period from 1 July 2017 to 30 June 
2018. 
 
Membership fees will remain the same as in 2016-17: 
(a) Ordinary member – $60 incl GST 
(b) Ordinary member - full time student – $20 incl GST 
(c) Corporate member – $120 incl GST 
 
The Society is dedicated to studying and documenting the history of Australian law.  Its 
membership includes legal practitioners, academics, journalists and students. 
 
Lectures in 2017 
 
The Forbes Lecture – the Hon Justice M.J. Beazley AO 
 
The Annual Forbes Lecture is an important event in the Forbes Society calendar. It 
provides a forum for prominent legal identities, selected by the Society’s Council, to 
present a public lecture on a substantial topic of interest. 
 
This year’s Forbes Lecture will be delivered on Thursday 28 September 2017 by Justice 
Margaret Beazley AO, President of the Court of Appeal on the history of the Court of 
Appeal.  It will be delivered at 5.15pm in Banco Court.  
 
The JH Plunkett Lecture – Mark Tedeschi QC 
 
Another important, annual event in the Forbes Society’s calendar is the JH Plunkett 
Lecture, to honour the memory of one of the State’s pivotal Attorney-Generals.  Plunkett 
(1802-1869) arrived in New South Wales in 1832.  For more than 30 years thereafter he 
made a major contribution to colonial law and society serving, inter alia, as Solicitor-
General and Attorney-General.  In 1835 he published The Australian Magistrate, the first 
Australian legal practice book.  He was the first Australian lawyer to be granted a 
commission as Queen’s Counsel. 
 
This year’s Plunkett Lecture will be presented by Mark Tedeschi QC with the date of 
the lecture to be announced shortly.  
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Although the title for the lecture is yet to be fixed, Mark Tedeschi’s recent book Murder 
at Myall Creek: The trial that defined a nation about the two trials in 1838 of 11 men 
charged with the murder of 28 Aboriginals was also about the life story of JH Plunkett 
as the prosecutor. In his book, Mark Tedeschi analysed the extraordinary steps 
adopted by Plunkett to try and achieve justice for those murdered.  
 

Australian Legal History Tutorials 
 
A major activity for the Forbes Society over recent years has been the conduct of 
tutorials on Australian legal history on a regular basis. The tutorial program is continuing. 
 
It will include a tutorial by Chief Justice Bathurst on the history of criminal law on 
Wednesday, 18 October 2017. 
 
(All tutorials are open to members and friends of the Forbes Society generally). 
 

The Forbes Flyer and circular letters 
 
The Forbes Society endeavours to keep its membership aware of developments in 
Australian legal history by publication of its quarterly, electronic newsletter, “The Forbes 
Flyer”, and by the distribution (via email) of circular memoranda. 
 
All members of the Society are cordially invited to participate actively in its affairs. 
 

Benefits of Membership of the Forbes Society 
 
Benefits of membership of the Society include:  
 
(a) timely notification of legal history events via circular emails sent to members from 
time to time; 
(b) receipt of the members' newsletter, The Forbes Flyer, which is published quarterly 
and available on the Society’s website at www.forbessociety.org.au;  
(c) opportunities to obtain discounts on publications from time to time published or 
arranged by the Society; and  
(d) opportunities to participate in the Society’s Legal History Discussion Group. 
 

Donations to the Forbes Fund 
 
Members and Friends of the Society are reminded that donations to the Forbes Fund 
(in the sum of $2.00 or more) are tax deductible. As trustee of the Fund the Society is 
able to assist work undertaken through, or in association with, Universities.  
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
 
To renew your membership fill in the 2017/2018 Membership Renewal form attached. 
 
Membership renewal forms should be sent to: 
 

The Treasurer 
The Francis Forbes Society for Australian Legal History 
c/- New South Wales Bar Association 
DX 1204 SYDNEY 

Lower Ground Floor, Selborne Chambers 

http://www.forbessociety.org.au/
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174 Phillip Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

 
Or faxed to: (02) 9221 1149. 

 
If you have any queries, please contact Fiona Williams: 

Telephone: 9224 1586 (email: membership@forbessociety.org.au) 
 
Alternatively you may contact the Council Secretary or Treasurer: 
 

Secretary: Simon Chapple 
Telephone: 9335-3082 (email: secretary@forbessociety.org.au) 

 
Treasurer: Carol Webster SC 
Telephone: 9224 1550 (email: treasurer@forbessociety.org.au) 

 
 
We look forward to your continued membership and support of the Francis Forbes 
Society. 
 
 
Yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Chapple 
Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Carol Webster SC 
Treasurer 
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