
In Spence v Queensland, the High Court 
recently referred to the whispers of the pre-
Engineers ghosts.  One of those ghosts is Pitt 
Cobbett, a former Professor of Constitutional 
Law at the University of Sydney who died on 
the last day of Sir Samuel Griffith's term as 
Chief Justice.  Cobbett wrote a great opus on 
the Constitution but its publication was 
frustrated by the Engineers Case and the new 
constitutional order it created.    A century after 
Cobbett's death, his work is about to be 
published and his voice heard from the 
grave.  Join Cobbett's successor, Professor 
Anne Twomey, as she explores what is 
surprising and what we can learn from 
Cobbett's century-old understanding of the 
Constitution. 

 

 

 


