
Selden Society Australian Chapter 
cordially invites you to

The Hon Justice James Douglas 
on Lord Denning

 Thursday 19 November 2015
5.15pm for 5.30pm

Banco Court, Level 3, Queen Elizabeth II Courts of Law
415 George Street Brisbane

RSVP by 12 November 2015 events@sclqld.org.au
Please join us for drinks after the lecture on the Banco Court terrace

Lord Denning
by John Stanton Ward
Oil on canvas, 1977
125 cm x 100 cm
Courtesy of Birbeck, University of London
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Lord Denning
19 November—5.15pm for 5.30pm
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RSVP by 12 November 2015 events@sclqld.org.au
Please join us for drinks after the lecture on the Banco Court terrace

For enquiries call 07 3247 5434

S e l d e n  S o c i e t y

Lord Denning (1899–1999) was the most 

famous English Judge of the 20th century, 

largely because of his willingness to 

reconsider and reform legal principle.

Denning was born in the town 

of Whitchurch, Hampshire. He 

served in the First World War, 

then finished his education 

at Magdalen College, Oxford 

(1922). He practised at the Bar 

for 21 years (1923–1944).

In 1944, Denning was initially 

appointed as a Judge in the 

Probate, Divorce and Admiralty 

Division, but was then quickly 

transferred to the King’s Bench Division 

(1945–1948). During this period, he decided 

the famous promissory estoppel case of 

Central London Property Trust Ltd v High 

Trees House (1947). He was then elevated to 

the Court of Appeal (1948–1957) and the 

House of Lords (1957–1962). A lack of support 

for his activist approach in the House of 

Lords led Denning to welcome a return to 

the Court of Appeal when he was appointed 

Master of the Rolls (1962–1982). By virtue 

of this position, Lord Denning was able to 

choose both the cases he heard and the panels 

which sat with him, resulting in his most 

influential judicial period.  Leading cases 

decided during this period include Anton 

Piller KG v Manufacturing Process Limited 

(1975) and Mareva Compania 

Naviera SA v International 

Bulkcarriers SA (1980). Lord 

Denning was also known for his 

inquiry into the Profumo Affair 

(1963), the conversational style 

of his judgments and his strong 

Hampshire accent.

James Douglas was educated at 

The University of Queensland, 

graduating Bachelor of Arts 

(1971) and Bachelor of Laws (1973) and 

awarded the Comparative Law Prize in that 

year. He served as an associate to his father, 

The Hon Justice James Archibald Douglas 

(1972), and to Gibbs J on the High Court 

of Australia (1973–74). He was admitted 

to the Bar in 1973 and undertook study at 

Emmanuel College Cambridge, graduating 

Bachelor of Laws (1976) and Diploma 

in Legal Studies (1979). He commenced 

practise at the bar in 1977, took silk in 1989 

and was appointed a Judge of the Supreme 

Court of Queensland in 2003. 
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