Engaged to act on another Front: the actions of members of the

New South Wales legal profession on Gallipoli
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Introduction

Legal history is not simply the accumulation of cases, decisions and statutes. Around this framework swirl
the privde lives of the solicitors, barristers, judges, clerks and associated professionals who worked in the
law. A profession gains part of its character from the private lives and experiences of its early members.
Through its professional ancestors the New Bodfales legal fraternity is connected to a range of
institutionsi everything from sporting groups, schools, universities and churches. One significant group has
been the military. A practical d e mo n s tole itsstmenabears o f t
played in the Great War of 1914 to 1918. The Great War haunts the chambers, corridors, conference rooms
and lecture halls that house the lawyers of today. Such places hold memories of the many members of the
legal profession who gave up thev to become soldiers. Some became senior officers. Others joined and
served as private soldiers, despite in some cases, their advanced age and professional status. Many were
killed.

Outbreak of the War

The legal profession joined in the general entmmsi at the outbreak of the First World War. The Hon.
Vernon Treatt ML A, then a | aw student at Sydney
both c¢class and common rooms and the eff otthedawof ev
School removed one 6embarrassing obstacled by mov
the students were 6ready and eager to take wup arm
enlist. A steady stream of @isng and existing members of the legal profession volunteered for service
overseas. They provided a significant proportion of the leadership on Gallipoli.

New Guinea
The earliest enlistments in August 1914 went wil’
the Australian Naval & Military Expditionary Force
(AN&MEF) to fight in New Guinea. The force wa
organised byColonel James Gordon LeggelLegge
was a 51 yeaold British born barrister and teache
He had been admitted to the New South Wales
on 6" March 1891 and practised for threeaye
While in practise he had compiletl Selection of
Supreme Court Cases in New South Wales from 1
to 1862.Legge joined the permanent forces of Ne™
South Wales in 1894 and had served in the milite=—
in a variety of positions, including being
instrumenal in implementing the defence pla
adopted in 1909 known as tKéchener ScheméHe
had also written a handbook on military law and w
Quartermaster General at the start of the jRight:
Informal portrait of Major General James Gordc
Legge CB CMG a board the transport RMS
Mooltan He is wearing a uniform made of stretc
woollen fabric; the trousers, with bottoms that atta
firmly to the shoes, are known as overalls. dfaj
Gereral Legge was General Officer Commandin
(GOC) the 2" Division while on the Gallipoli =
Peninsula; afterwards he was Chief of General St.—=
in Australia. Australian War Memorial Negativ
Number C01011] /
The official historian, Charles Bear :
commented that the first recruits who peseAmongthent o t
officers of that contingent werd:ieutenant Cecil Rodwell Lucas a 27 yearold Sydney University
graduate and barrister from Waverly, avidjor Windeyer Alexander Ralston, a 29 yeaold barrister from




Strathfield. Ralston was the son of =
Alexander Gerard Ralston K(Ripht:
Seated fifth from the left, second row
is LieutCol Alexander Ralston DSO,
CO of 20" Battalion. Australian War
Memorial Negative Number A03639

Commanding the nthinegun
section was a 33 yeanld Scottish
barrister iving in North Sydney,
Captain James Logie Harcus Harcus
was in UniversityChambers.

Another captain was the 3t
year old Sydney barrister,Charles
Edye Manning, who listed his o a S ,
chambers at 151 Phillip Street as his S : e
address. His family home was at Hunteli. His father, Charles James Manning, had been, amongst other
positions, the first probate judge in New South Wales. Other enthagiasruits included a 20 yeaid
solicitor és c |Noméan Philipc&saneiddloAecdormpanyingshim amongtte lower ranks to
New Guinea wereGeorge Edwards a 21year old articled clerk from Ashfield;Clarence Timbrell
Collier, a 21year oldlaw student from Rosevill&Charles Edward Clayton, a 22year oldlaw clerk from
Darlinghurst;John Joseph Young a 31lyear oldlaw clerk from ErskinevilleAlbert Henry Edgington, a
30 year oldEnglish trained solicitor from Long Bay{enry Reginald Booth a 20year oldlaw clerk from
Thirroul; Wilfred Robert Dovey, a 21year oldSydney University law student from Glelsother Sydney
University law school graduate, articled clerk privakehn Bayley Laneof Strathfield, andlohn Malbon
Maughan, a 36yearolds ol i ci t or from Neutr al Bay with office
enlisted in the first half of Agust 1914. Some of these men are included in the photograph below, which
shows a group of Sydney University men belonglng to the AN&MEF. BHrhaal History, Volume XiII.]

On 17" August 1914 the men of the —F ; |
AN&MEF excitedly marched through the Sydne
streets that were crowded with enthusiast 2
supporters. The soldiers were then transferred = g
lighter to Cockatoo Island, where they embark ;
on the transporBerrima and rolled out Sydney
Heads. Some men had been in the army for I
than a week. They wertasked to destroy the
German wireless stations in New GuinBarrima  §
sailed north in convoy then the men trained brief g
on Palm Island before action in New Guinea. :

Captain Harcus is recorded as having |t &
his men in a number of important engagemen &

Once the German Wireless Station at Bitapa - i Groo
was captured, the expeditionary force hé e
completed the bulk of its work. Some of the la ¢ al C.
professionals were employed in the newl /o o Coaine T
established British legal system in New Guine_! E Al Farkies
Charles Edye Manning was appointskistant Judgﬁdvocate General for New Guinea on"1®eptember

1914. On & October, John Bayley Lane was appointed secretary to the Court of Justice, but like Manning,

he was keen to get back into action. GhAugust 1915 he sailed to war again. Mamg worked hard to

solve the difficult legal problems of the first few months and administer German law. The official historian

for the Australians in Rabaul was himself a barrisseaforth Simpson MackenzieHe wrote that Manning
carried 06souwi thhi sgrdeuatti el e gal abilityéo, but he was
hi mself bound to do more than cope with the exi st
bringing actions bef or e a \ihich Mannsdfoupditady was thérdfboesnt o f
the advisory and administrative branches, and, as a barrister, he found less interest in these than in the
judicial functions and the practice and progeedur e
Advocate General from Manning. Manning then left for Australia Bri\gril 1915, the day after he was

relieved of his legal role in New Guinea. He was keen to fight. The law professionals in the AN&MEF

SypNEY UNIVERSITY MEN BELONGING TO THE A.N. & M.E.F.

ft to right) : Private G, M
2 '\.. e L H. Lehmaier.
11 . F. Sandford, J. K

s . Major R. H.
" Beardsmo re, Captain J. I IJ naldson.



returned safely and for the most parerdistedfor service overseas. The later part of 1914 saw much larger
contingents form up for service and depart for destinations much further away than New Guinea. For the
most part, these men would land at Gallipoli.

First leaders in the AIF

While the AN&MEF wen off to do battle in New Guinea, a nhew army, the Australian Imperial Force (AIF),

was recruited at home. The new recruits were allocated to battalions based on state and district criteria. The
New South Wal es battalions w erseeandotiheggaansy samdhills @fo n F
Kensingtonod, according to Charles Bean. There wa:
army. The legal profession was one of those groups viewed as good sources of such leaders; partly due to the
emphasishten on character amongst officers, but also because many lawyers had previous experience in the
militia.

One of the first men to be selected to command was we&6 old Sydney barrister with militia
experience:Colonel Henry Normand MaclLaurin, whose chatvers were at 11 Wentworth Court. He
commanded the formation of the New South Wafétfiantry Brigadei a force of some 4 000 men made
up into the ¥, 2% 39 and 4" Battalions. Henry MacLaurin was a graduate of Sydney University Law School
and the so of Sir Norman MacLaurin, a welnown public figure who had been the Chancellor of Sydney
Uni versity. The official hi stori an, Charl es Bean,
ideals, direct, determined (and) an educated man of awtfon t he fi nest type. & MaclL:z:
for the position of commanding a brigade, but he showed his strength of character by choosing older, more
experienced men to command the battalions under him. Within those units there were many menwers of th
law chosen to be officer€olonel Leonard Dobbin, a 46year oldlIrish born solicitor and notary with
Dobbin & Spier of George Street, Ilved in Woollahra and was put in command of the 1st Battalion.

s [Left: A group of 1st Battalion officers resting. lddied left
to right: unidentified; Major William Davidson, who died of
wounds on 19 August 1915; Captain Clive Wentworth
Thompson, Australian Army Medical Corps (AAMC);
unidentified (obscured); Lieutenant Colonel Leonard
Dobbin; Major Frederick James iKdon; Captain Philip
Geoffrey Hill who later died of wounds or"@une 1915 at
Malta. Australian War Memorial Negative Number C01940

Another influential appointment was an Indiaorn
34 year oldsolicitor who practiced with the law firm Dodds &
Richadson in Hunter Street and frequented the University
Club in Castlereagh StreetMajor Charles Melville
Macnaghten. He was an imposing, vigorous, impetuous

: 2! character who had gained a reputation for being able to
transform Austrahan youth into soldiers dkigh his success in turning a group of inner city larrikins into a
well-drilled militia unit. His entry in thé\ustralian Dictionary of Biographguotes a colleague who recalled
6Macnaght en i n Hitiing sh@tl tunic,gokrid brgechest andyrkh lue puttees, with his
masterful face, heavy shoulders, and slim legs, striding onto parade, and his ... vibrant compelling voice
ringing out ¢trlaeecodm@hmad o0f PaMa ctanetidd.eHe had laesn insthe New w e |
South Wales ScottisRiflesi the same militia unit as Colonel MacLaurin. The two men worked together
and according to Charles Bean 01l ar ge F]\Brigade.indeece nc e d
the notion began to spread that the selections were being Ingadecoterie of the Australian Club in
Sydneyo. Whet her or not this was true, it certair
other, and many came from the legal profession. Some were remarkably young for command. The new
commanders neked to be tough, because the first recruits certainly were.

First departures for overseas
The First Contingentoés departure oversemdenThas del
frustrated soldiers were penned up near Sydney and diffcutbintrol. Charles Bean commented that

Col onel MacLauri n, Owhose discipline was sterner
of the streets and secured a large haul of absentees. He would have liked to take his brigade away marching
tr ough the countryo. MaclLaurin was showing himsel

more he led his men, the more his reputation increased.



In late 1914 a succession of units in thi&Brigade marched excitedly, often through cheering
crowds, to the Sydney docks, then left for war. Their route took them near the various legal officers and
chambers, which housed the eligised legal professionals. It was very much a community event. Everyone
knew someone among t h e eckséoaldingvtheocolduredhsaedmetshwhichgtaduglly 6 ¢
stretched tight then broke, severing each one from family and friends.

' Many men carried their civilian connections into their
military lives. In the I Battalion under Colonel Dobbin were:
SergeantErnest Clarence Harris, a 20year oldlaw clerk of
Paddington; Frederick Warren Muir , a 21 year old law
student from Unanderra, andieutenant Geoffrey Austin
Street, a 20year oldlaw student from Elizabeth Bay. Street
was one of those unusually young coanders noted by
Charles Bean, but he was to perform his duties with great
courage and skill and survived the wateft: Gallipoli,
Turkey, 1915. Three members of th&Rattalion sit at a desk
inside the dugout that is the Battalion Headquarters (BFHQH.

men are (left to right): 490 Warrant Officer Robert Midy
Reglmental Sergeant Major; unknown; Lieuten@woffrey Austin Street, who is holding a cigarette. A
blanket is spread over the desk and on it rests a folder, some papers, a cigarett@kinely a bottle of
glue and some rolledp maps or charts.iéutenan Street later won the Military Cross in France in 1917.
Australian War Memorial Negative Number P02282.915

One of the men i n DobbVicod < group
Cleveland McKdl, the 26year old son of Thomas Charles Keri
McKell, a stipendiary magistrate from Newcastle. They sailed for \
on theAfric on 18" October 1914. Joining them later in Egypt we
Private Alan David Mitchell, a 23year oldlaw student from Manly.
[Right: Studio portrait of 1323 Private Alan David Mitchell? 1
Battalion, of Manly, NSW. A law student at the University of Sydn:
prior to his enlistment on 30November 1914, he embarked fror
Sydney on HMATSeang Be€A48) on 11" February 1915. He was
wourded in action sometime between the-228 April and was
evacuated to hospital in Egypt where he died of wounds"dvdsy
1915. His early education was
College. Australian War Memorial Negative Number HOG6B55
[Left: A First World War
Memorial built in the Corso,
a street running from the
beach to the wharf. The
memorial was funded by Mr ™"
Mark Mitchell in honour of his son 1323 Private Alan David
Mitchell, 1% Battalion, who died of wounds off' ®ay 1915. It cost
appioximately 1 000 pounds and was unveiled by the Governor
General on 14 October 1916. It originally had the names of men
. from the Manly district who lost their lives in the First World War,
but names from subsequent conflicts have also been added.
Australian War Memorial Negative Number H17853

Among the men departing in the™2Battalion were:
Lieutenant Karl Joseph Fourdrinier, a 39year oldmanaging law
clerk of Vi ckeryo6s LicutermamitNermasn i n F
Leonard Rex Griffin, a 21year olda Sydney University Law
School student of Double Bagharles Bernard Donaldson a 23
year oldlaw student of Wahroongajarry Lansbury Urquhart
Reid, a 25year oldcivil servant and graduate of Sydney University

“4  Law School living in Drummoyné;ancelot Vicary Horniman, a
21year oldclerk and 4 year student of Sydney University Law School, &uwporal Clarence Raymond
Lobban, a 22year oldlaw clerk of Vaucluse. They left Sydney Suffolkalso on 18 October 1914. Later

Schoo
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reinforcements for this unit inaiedLieutenant Alan Dawson a 22year oldsolicitor of St Leonards and, in
1915,Rayner Garlake, a 38year oldsolicitor of South African birth.

On 20" October, the "8 Battalion left on board thEuripides On board in A Company was a gdar
old JudgesAssociate].aurence Whistler Street He was the son of The Honourable Justice Philip Whistler
Street. Laurence Street was another graduate of Sydney University Law School and had joinBd up 14
September 1914. His older brother Kenneth was also in thbdawas in England when hostilities broke
out . Kenneth Street had joined the Duke of Cor nw
Laurence Street signed his papers. The extended Street family went off to war. Laurence and Kenneth
Stre eﬂmo va@r@y Scott, of Wahroonga had joined up around the same time as them.

= TR : [Left: Crude crosses marking the graves of Lieutenant Laurence
Whistler Street of the™Battalion, of Sydney, who was killed in
action on 19 May 1915, age 21, and thirthiree men of his
battalion killed with him. Australian War Memorial Negative
Number A04004

The 4" Battalion were also ofturipides. The energetic
Major Macnaghten was second in command. In charge of B
Company was a 2%ear old Sydney solicitorHector Joseph
Richard Clayton, wh o |l i sted hi s addr es s
practice: JH Clayton of City Bank Chambers in Pitt Street
Sydney. Serving in the same company as Clayton wasya&7
old solicitor, Bertie Vandeleur Stacyof Crossington. His brother, Dfalentine Stacy, had embarked for
war the day before. Both sons served on Gallipoli. Commanding C Company wasar 28dlaw clerk,
Lieutenant Adam James Simpsonthe son of Mr Justice Simpson of Hunters Hill. Also in tHews
George Robertson a 20year oldlaw clerk from Randwick. Colonel Henry MacLaurin sailedEuripides
as well.

On the same day as tEeripededeft, so did theStar of Victoria The £'Light Horse was on board.
Included in the ranks of this unit weM/illiam Dalgleish Oliver, a 25year oldarticled clerk from Neutral
bay, who was a graduate of Sydney University Law Schllabin Harold McGregor, a 23year oldarticled
clerk from Glen InnesDudley Hobart Sargent a 34year oldarticled clerk from Mosman who was orderly
room segeant andWilliam Thornton Tucker , a 21year oldlaw student from Kirribilli.

Other legal professionals to go in various units before Gallipoli inclu@¥dirles Howard
Helsham, a barrister and graduate of Sydney University Law School who embarkedhevithltight Horse
Field Ambulance orSouthern 23¢ September 1914. At the time of his enlistment he was the Secretary of
Sydney Hospital. His age is a mystery. On his August 1914 enlistment paper he wrote that he was 39 years
old. A year later, when hepplied for a commission he admitted to being 47. He travelled to war on the same
ship as his brother, William, a doctor from Richmond. Other departures indigiidgdCameron Waugh, a
28 year oldsolicitor from Neutral Bay who sailed with other New Soutkl¥timen of the I3Battalion on
boardUlysses22"™ December 1914.

Lieutenant Reginald Charles Garnock a 29year oldsolicitor sailed with reinforcements for the
6" Light Horse Regiment oMarere on 20" February 1915. On $3April 1915, reinforcemesst for the 4
Battalion left on theKyarra. Albert Edgington, the English solicitor newly returned from service in New
Guinea was among the men.

What were the fates of these and later men? Some werd&kmneglh and their careers and deaths
well-noted. Thai names appear briefly in the official records, so some idea of their experiences can be
reconstructed. For many men it is only the cryptic comments in their service records that give an indication
of what they endured.

MacLaurin trained his men hard irg§pt in early 1915. He tried to make their activities as realistic
as possible. Charles Bean described one such training activity for the seven days belif@hgary.
MacLaurin marched his men 10 kilometres to the edge of the desert then campedl opgsbsts, made a
theoretical attack on a position in the desert, then entrenched overnight, before marching back. They had the

next ni ght of f, t hen went out and h a dfighirfg aodr day
entrenching. In the shorishes of the final night attack the men, when they flung themselves down to fire at
the end of each advance, dropped fast asleep. 0

MacLaurin was very keen, and when news of the proposed landing was told to him he happily
cancelled his leave and boundedsmi ng up the stairs to the general
leave the impression that he could hardly wait to get into battle.



Gallipoli: The first days

On the early morning of 35Apr i | 1915, the New 3¢ 8%andWarfasty 6 uni
Battalions under the command of the Sydney barri€tefonel MacLaurin, waited on the decks of the

British ships, watching the first wave of Australian soldiers attack the beach at Gallipoli. MacLaurin had
trained his men hard in Egyand they were keen to prove themselves.

After the first wave of assaults the New South Wales men of thBrigade clambered into
rowboats, carrying rifles, bayonets, ammunition pouches, a small amount of food and some firewood
(kindling). They were rowd ashore and into destiny.

The Australians on shore were sorely pressed
command post in the scrub on the edge of the sand. Each newly arrived battalion in his Brigade tried to find
him on the beach for titeorders. The four battalions of th& Brigade were kept in reserve, then fed into the
battle on the slopes, tangled gullies and escarpments of Sari Bair. Often, they assaulted the enemy trenches in
full-blooded charges to relieve already beleagueredps. MacLaurin repeatedly went up the scrubby
terrain to reconnoitre the best routes to send his men into battle. MacLaurin and his fellow legal practitioners
were a world away from the chambers, courts, lecture theatres and conference rooms of libair civi

profession.

Sydney law student,ieutenant Geoffrey Austin Street landed migmorning on 28 April with the
1"Battalion. Hi s company dropped their packs and w
They arrived around 11am to findet Australians there sorely pressed and in danger of being surrounded.
Streetds company deployed then charged, forcing t

slope they could see some Turkish tents and defences, but all they could do leasldwn in the
undergrowth and try to avoid being hit. Street then began a long series of actions, which went continuously
for days. He suffered a gunshot wound to the head while fighting with®tBatialion, and while it was
descr i be dtwassufficient to lprethitn evaduated to Alexandria dh/gil. He rejoined his unit
at the end of May. He served with them for the remainder of the campaign.

One of the first of the legal professionals to fall in action was the Sydney soliditotenant Alan
Dawson on 2% April. He was fighting with the % Battalion, not far away from Geoffrey Street. The exact

details of Dawsonds death are not <clear. I't is kn
Concanon of Wahroonga. Atarond 1. 30 p m, Col onel MacLaurin order ¢
tracks of Wal kerdés Ridge to Russell 6s Top. All t!

around 4.00pm, they crawled into the scrub and waited. For the next fewtheyrf®ught off Turks who
tried to infiltrate down the ridge.

Somewhere in this action Dawson was killed. The first day has always been described as one of
fierce fighting and desperate defence, with the Australians constantly threatened with beingledrend
annihilated. The historyofthdBat t al i on descri bes the time as 6a

On 26" April at 8am the 2 Battalion were tasked to attack

newyconstructed Turkish trench i dge
successfully, but lof24 men in fifteen minutes. They were then order

forward again to clear the bush 50 metres away, as it concealed a n

of Turks who O6maintained a con ating

Lieutenant Karl Fourdrinier , was shot in the back and shoukién
this charge. He was evacuated to Cairo. The other law clerk in the
Raymond Lobban of Vaucluse, survived these actions without record
injury but soon after fell victim to the harsh conditions and end|
physical activity. He was evacuatedppied with rheumatism a fe
weeks later. The"2Battalion were in action for 72 hours and then we
allowed to rest. Law studentancelot Horniman survived, but his
fellow student from Sydney University was not as luclkyarry
Lansbury Urquhart Reid was reported killed in action on"2May. 4./ ,',1],—”'-’.“};@
[Right: Lieutenant Karl Fourdrinier. Australian War Memorial Negati
Number P07159.01]
On that day the"d Battalion were moving back into the line after recuperating from the landing and
subsequent battles. Threeen were killed in the move into position. Reid was probably one of them,
although other reports have him shot and killed in the landing or a day or two after.
The men on Gallipoli were certainly keen to fighttajor Macnaghten, the Sydney solicitor,
showed just how keen on 2@\pril. A messenger burstintoth&B8at t al i on Headquarters
and blurted out: AThe | ine is to make a general



said to his commanding officer, Colonel OnslowoTimp s o n : Al o6l 1 take the righ
l eft.o That was their plan of attack. Then off t
Charles Bean wrote that o6l ed by two ofce witheuttler av e s
vaguest instruction or any idea as to an objective, the 4 . went blindly on to L

inevitable. Macnaghten did his best to rally the fleeing troops. He was shot in the chest, but went on. Then he
was shot in the throaHe staggered back to an aid post and collapsed. But the noise of battle was too much.
He revived, drew his revolver and set off again at the enemy. He only stopped when he fainted. It was not the
last time he would attack Lone Pine.

Fighting with Macnagten in the % Battalion in that battle were the Sydney solicitdrigutenant
Bertie Stacy and Lieutenant Adam Simpson Bertie Stacy was reported as being a particularly effective
sol dier who ¢6édisplayed gall antrypyer@adolomeéss and ju

The report was one of a number of such commendations made by the company commander, another
solicitor, Captain Clayton. Both men were obviously in the thick of the fighting in the first days of ashore.
Adam Simpsonsurvived the attack and wéser temporarily evacuated sick from Gallipoli. Stacy was later
commended again for acts of conspicuous bravery or service during the entlre Galllpoll campalgn

Onthe nextday, 27Apr i | , Macnaght en 0 s :
and colleagueColonel MacLaurin, climbed the hill above the beac|js
and peered through the scrub at the Turkish positions. MacLaurin :
scouted forward up the ridges to try to make sense of the conf&
terrain and the disposition of his forces. It was easy to lose trac
where the eemy were in the thick scrub and confused geography.
prevalence of Turkish snipers who crept through the thick bush orfs
ridgelines amongst the thick scrub was not fully appreciatmee
MacLaurin was in his shirtsleeves and mistakenly stood in a sed
open to the enemy near a posily
3.15pm. He was shot and killed by a sniper who was secreted som
metres away on the adjacent ridge. The surrounding area was kn0\ -
Mac Laur i thouwhouH thé tampaigiRight: The grave of 3
Colonel Henry Normand MacLaurin of thé' Infantry Brigade, AlF,
who was killed in action at Gallipoli on 2April 1915. Australian War
Memorial Negative Number H16893 e : :

Charles Bean described Macggs © RS A v ery
promisingyomg commander 6 and a O6br? 5

Gallipoli. The loss of such a senior officer put to rest any illusion t ‘, RUREAENN < ot
the campaign would be easy. _l {«u o AP O .\, 4 -
Not al | menos deat hs were WeII recorded as

Somewhere in the first few dayalan Mitchell, the young law student from Manly serving with thHé 1
Battalion was wounded in action. He was evacuated to Egypt but died in hdSpitdt Harris, the law
clerk from Rose Bay, also went ashore with tfi@attalion on the first day, but he too wast in action on
2" May.

May battles
There were many attacks and counterattacks by Turks and Australians in early May. A focal point of attack
was the tenuous hold on a hi"%May pTurkishtattatk foond its ways Qu
into the Post and occupied a short stretch of Australian trenches. A group of about 40 West Australians from
the 16" Battalion were ordered to charge the Turks and regain the position.

A 29 year oldbarrister,Captain Samuel Edward Townshendwho had only arved on Gallipoli a
few hours earlier led the charge. Townshend had studied law at Sydney University and his family lived in
Randwick. He had practised in Western Australia as well as New South Wales. At the time of his enlistment
he had recorded his occujee as Registrar of the University of Western Australia. Charles Bean described
his actions in the final charge in some detail. With officers being shot all around, Townshend led the men
over the parapet in the darktheéle sblodteldemno & Wikeen
for ever 6, charge boys. 0 Some were killed i mmedi
outright when he was shot again as he was carried out of the fight. His body was not located until after the
war. The battle was one of extreme violence, unique even on Gallipoli, as the Turks and Australian were so
close together. Men were thrown into such actions with little preparation.



While Townshend was fighting on the slopes above the beaches his fellavatgrdibm Sydney
University Law SchoolSergeant Charles Howard Helshamlanded with the *iLight Horse Ambulance.

Hel shamés uni't had ™Aagostl and weatantopattient ae theyconipgrativel? quieter
section at P o p e 6 gransSferredrihcohgh a Vahiety ofpladed, andvwaitstood a number of
Turkish attacks. Helsham was transferred from Gallipoli ofi &Tne to accompany wounded back to
Australia onPort Lincoln When the 8 Light Horse landed on 8viay, the solicitorLieutenant Reginald
Charles Garnock accompanied them. He survived various illnesses on Gallipoli and served with that unit
throughout the war. Thé"d.ight Horse was one of the few units to have a comparatively quieter time facing
the Turks.

According to hisservice record, youngaurence Whistler Streetwe nt ashore i n com
Company of the 3 Infantry Battalion on 8 May. This date may be incorrect, as his battalion was landed on
25" April. He had a torrid time and his actions in battle over weweeks earned him some recognition in
di vi si onal orders for fiacts of c ohvapHeoasdeadinghjsal | ar
men in their defence against a powerful Turkish attack which began around 4.00am. At one stage the Turks
werest anding over Streetds trench and shooting dire
excitementd with the Australians wunder Street an
Australians fought the Turks off, often sittinggh above the trenches to gain a better shot at the fleeing
enemy. In the early light, this practice made them targets to other Turks who had crept forward in the scrub.
Street had bravely kept his men steady to repel the attack but had left himselflexpdseas shot down at
around 4.30am. Thirtshree men from his battalion were killed on that night and he was interred with them
in Shrapnel Gully.

On enlistment, the District Commanding OfficE€glonel Wallack, had suggesteldaurence Street
beappointd a | i eutenant. Col onel Wallackds son, Gordol
killed in the same action on the same day in remarkably similar circumstances, only a few hundred metres
away. Colonel Wallack obviously took a keen interaghie men he had chosen for command. He had made
a special effort a few days before his son was killed to send a telegram to the wGaudiedy Austin

Streeton behalf of Streetds relatives: O6hope quick r
Gallipoli was a plae that was geographicaltpnfined in the extreme, and in the claustrophobic
at mosphere news of friends and relatives travell e

his cousin,Captain Humphrey Scott, on a nearby position soon after teeent. Humphrey Scott would
have heard the cacophony of battle engulfing his young cousin on the next ridge. He wrote to Judge Street

within a week of Laurence Streetédés deat h. AMy De:
write to you togi ve what few details I have been able t

Condol ences flowed to the Street family from
and Queen. Fell ow sol di ers pr aiogunaely,3he family suffeseda ki | |
not uncommon added burden of the bereaved in that the various natifications and letters concerning their son
were inaccurate. Their home address was not corre

was magled to bel. Street. Esqlt took a great deal of effort to make sure all records were amended to be
correct and no doubt added to the familybds grief.
the fate of Col onel S\MaalttoLeatabhshedluy@smﬁkmﬂrrmlrlaﬂl effect

The battles continued. On 1May the Turks attacked again ir ,
force and the men of thdBattalion resisted fiercely. In the aftermath ¢ 5
the fight, on 2% May Sydney solicitoiCaptain Hector Clayton, who 4
had been so generous in praising others, was injured and evacuatt
the Peninsula. On 280" May the Turks made a series of attacks ¢
Quinnbds Post. DMajoriJohg Brier ividls  6f ithg B
Australian Field Artillery died of wounddde was a 4%year oldsolicitor
who had been born in St Marys, New South Wales, but later operat¢
Broken Hill, Coolgardie and PertRight: John Brier Mills. Courtesy of
Tony Cuneen and the Mills family.]

The exact | ocat i onowa atthdtime,larsd
his body was not located until the careful examination of the battlefi
made after the war. Possibly he had been killed while scouting forwa
observe the fall of fire onto the enemy attack and was caught in the
by one of tle ubiquitous snipers. Mills had been keen. He had fough
the South African campaign and then joined the AIF ol R8gust
1914, barely three weeks after hostilities had broken out.

nkn



Three days after Mills was killedljeutenant Geoffrey Austin Streetcame ashore again, recovered
from his head wound and rejoined th&Rattalion. He had been allowed a little less than three weeks to
recover from being shot in the head. He was soon back in the action.
May Enlistments in Australia
New units were formechi Australia in May 1915 to supply reinforcements for those fighting on Gallipoli.
News of the Gallipoli landings was delivered through evocative drawings on the coverSyfdiiey Mail
There were also compelling accounts of the landing by Charles BeaAslimead Bartlett in th8ydney
Morning Herald Ashmead Bartlettds May account of the |
War 6 and claimed there had been &éno finer feat C
amongst the legaprofession was not restricted to the opening weeks of the conflict. There was a
spontaneous increase in enlistments by members of the legal profession in early May 1915. Charles Bean
wrote that of the men who enl teerddeadso atich from anpetubsityme ,
of spirit as reasoned patriotism.?o

Many had just returned from service with the AN&MEF. Not all the recruits from New South Wales
were in battalions from their home state. Serving as adjutant with the predominamdigaviicinit, the 24
Battalion, was the Sydnéte Charles Edye Manning He was just back from serving with the AN&MEF
where he had been appointed Assistant Jédly@cate General for New Guinea on™September 1914.
Charles Edye Manning left again ferar from Melbourne, 10 May 1915, on boardEuripedes barely a
month after he had been relieved of his legal duties in New Guinea. He never returned from the war.

On 12" May the transporThemistoclesleared the docks with the "l Battalion crowdinghie sides.
Among the waving troops were the following people who listed their professions as being involved in the
law: Captain John Malbon Maughan, a 37year oldsolicitor in command of D Companyjeutenant
Cecil Rodwell Lucas the barrister from Waverlewho had served with Maughan in the AN&MEF;
Captain Errol Wharton Kirke , a 27year oldmanaging law clerk from ManlfEdmund Ralston Raine a
20 year oldlaw student whose father was in practice in Pitt Strdléan Costello, an 18year oldlaw clerk
from Lidcombe;Joseph Henry Murphy, a 24year oldmanaging law clerk and AN&MEF veteran from
Ryde, who was the orderly room sergedtdgrcival Edward Addison, a 40year oldprivate, who had been
the Clerk of Petty Sessions at Kiama, &mivate Cornelius Thomas Dempsey a 26year oldlaw clerk
from Manly.

On 3f' May a 20year oldlegal clerk,Basil Vincent Hill, left on boardAjana with the 3" Field
Ambulance. He would be attached to the other men from New South Wales ifi Brgy&de when they
landed on @llipoli in August. He survived the war and later graduated from Sydney University Law School.

On 13" June,Suevictook the 12 Light Horse Regiment to war. Commanding them was sie6
old solicitor and Member of Parliamer®ercy Phipps Abbott from Glen Innes. He had interviewed a
number of men who were in his unit, including at least one other soliEitoest Roberts a 43year old
based in Wagga. McLachl an, Westgarth and Co of P
years this fim ensured that particular war graves were kept maintained. The principal of the firm, George
Westgarth was the half brother of thé"1dght Horse AdjutantMajor John Ellesmere Westgarth John
Westgarth had qualified to study law at Sydney UniversityHaat left this career in favour of life in the
military 7 beginning with service in the Boer War and continuing through to the AN&MEF. His nephew,
Mervyn, was in the same unit. Commanding B Squadron Masr Harold Mcintosh , a 46year old
grazierwhohas er ved his articles in his fatherés firm b
Wa r in which he had taken part in all of the Ne\
servmg in the 12 Light Horse wasAllstalr Wharton Cox, a 20yearoldl aw student articl e

B = 3 : and Holdship of Wentworth Court. Also in

the unit wasRobert Hunter, a 23year old
solicitor from Forbes.

On 16" JuneKaroola left the docks
with reinforcements for the *1 Battalion.
Included among the officerwasLieutenant
Francis Leonard Flannery of Dulwich Hill,
a 24year oldfinal year law student at Sydney
University. Private Henry Gordon Liddon
.| Simpson a 39 year old barrister from
Warrawee was serving under Flannery in the
same unit.
[Left: Group pomtait of members of the




University of Sydney attending No. 18 School of [
from 15" March 1915 to 18 April 1915. Some of these men had already enlisted in the AIF at the time of
this photograph and ¢ly were members of a variety of different militia units. Francis Flannery is standing on
extreme right of back row. Australian War Memorial Negative Number P0263]L.003

In the same month as reinforcement units left Sydney, new arrivals landed on G&iipd?" June
reinforcements for the™Battalion slipped ashore. Among them was the AN&MEF veteran and solicitor
Albert Edgington. June was the time when sickness was in epidemic proportions. A month later Edgington
was reported sick with diarrhoea aseént to the casualty station on Mudros, then to hospital on Lemnos
where his records show he was fd838Augusti anathervigtimiofl | 6 w
Gallipoli.

On 28" June 1915, th€eramicsteamed out of Sydney Harbour with 8" and 19 Battalions on
board. The commanding officer of the™"8attalion was a 46/ear old police magistrateLieutenant
Colonel Alfred Ernest Chapmanf r om Cr owds Nest . Hi s yearoldsaliditori n co
Major Arthur James McDonald of Double Bay. Also in Headquarters was ay8@r oldSydney barrister,

William Samuel Hinton, who was a graduate of Sydney University Law School. His chambers were listed
as being at 145 Phillip Street, Sydney. Other law professionals in the unit incluslddy Webster
Sherring, a 19year oldlaw clerk from MosmanNorman Philip Scheidel| the Bellevue Hill law clerk who

had already served in New Guin€&sgptain Horace Charles McLean Morris, a 32year oldlaw clerk from
Ashfield andLennox Ross Owen Dougls, a 20year oldarticled law clerk from Orange. Captain Morris

had already served for six months in the German internment camp at Liverpool. Most of the men'in the 18
battalion came from Sydney. Their unit had a tragic fate.

Commanding the 19Battaion, also on boar€eramic,was the 43year oldbarrister,Lieutenant
Colonel William Kenneth Seaforth MacKenzie He was another graduate of Sydney University Law
School. His listing in the Australian Dictionary of Biography states that Mackenzie hadcdléshto the
Bar at the Inner Temple, London, in 1895 and admitted to the New South Wales BiMamch 1897. He
practised in Sydney with Bowman & Mackenzie between 1898 and 1900, specialising in divorce and tenancy
consultations. He was the authorTdfe Practise of Divorce in New SowMfalesand several other papers. In
1901 1914 he was in chambers at Phillip Street, Sydney. He too had been in the Scottish Rifles with
MacLaurin and Macnaghten.

Mackenzi eds s ec oMadrJames Vhibeside &aser MelMarsamey,a 53year old
barrister from Milsonbds Point wi th Chamblmows at
personage. He had been admitted to the Bar in 1892 and was president of the Australian Rugby Union and
active referee at the time wéroke out. He had played in the first NB®QId interstate gameMajor
Windeyer Alexander Ralston a 29yearoldb ar ri st er from Strathfield com
was the son of Alexander Gerard Ralston KC of University Chambers.

Lieutenant Francis Coen a 31lyear oldbarrister from Selborne Chambers, who gave his address as
Yass, was i nCapiaB &eofge Hegdamaymedical practitioner and the son of Judge Charles
Heydon of the | ndust r i @dptairClohn Mitogn Edgleys a 3Ryear dd8dicitoC o mp a n
from Dorrigo was i n LielténaniCHienyiliamyAtkinsan, @ R4yeamaldtalw
student from Ashfield.

On T May, Charles Leonard Gavan Duffy, a 32year oldbarrister, had joined the Field Atrtillery.

Duffy was the older son of Honourable Justice Gavan Duffy of the High Court. Many other May enlistments
went into the New South Wales®Bat t al i on. Commanding 6D6 Company
barrister from North Sydneyajor James Logie Harcus newly returned from service with the AN&MEF.
Serving in 0D6 yea niglaavnclerk fnoen sManby:Ligut2nant William Vere Jardine

Blake. The battalion adjutant was a $#&ar oldSupreme Court solicitor from Pymbl€aptain Gordon

Uther. Other lawers and associates in that unit wédenald Edmund Kennedy, a Sydney University law
student from Glebd;aurence Low, an 18year oldlaw clerk from RandwickJohn Lavendar, an 18year

old law clerk from Queenslandqjubert Thompson, a 29year oldsolicitor from BathurstHerbert Ralph

Briant, a 33year oldEnglish solicitor,John James McCredig a 27year oldlaw clerk from Randwick, and
Arthur Ferguson, a 23year oldlaw student. Arthur Ferguson was the son of Justice David Gilbert Ferguson
of the SydneySupreme Court. Judge Ferguson became intensely interested in Gallipoli and constructed a
highly detailed model of the terrain his son fought over. The model was so detailed, Charles Bean
acknowledged it in his second volume of @ificial History of Austalia in the War.



[Right: Major James Harcus. Australian War Memorial Negative Numl
A03667]

Also on boardCeramicwere reinforcements for the' Battalion. Major
Ignatius Bertram Norris, a 24 year old barrister of University Chambers ir
Phillip Stre¢ commanded them. Among the men serving under him wasa2
old John Deery, an articled clerk to PS Dawson, solicitor of Sydney. A few d¢
later on 28 June, theAeneadeft Brisbane with the 25Battalion on board. They
were mostly Queenslanders, larte officer was a graduate of Sydney Universi
Law School:Lieutenant Harold Hills Page, a 26year oldclerk from Grafton. He
was to prove himself a real warrior.

June on Gallipoli
With a lull in the major battles, the Turks and Australians wriggledrataeach
other trying to improve their positions and eliminate threats. One such problen
a Turkish machingun position near the®1Battalion. On 4 June Lieutenant
Geoffrey Austin Streetand ei ght sel ect men cr ep s Postuowards the m t F
enemy. Their aim was to silence the mackgone position. They slithered through a small tunnel then along
the bottom of a gully to an enemy position Kknoyv
unoccupied, but Charles Beantstas t hat as the scout and Street 0\
parapet of the old sniperds post they perceived |
Turks was crouching in the bottom of the work, apparently dumb withderror Wi t h al | surpri
led his men back to their tunnel. Street was later made the adjutant &f Bagtdlion and stayed with the
unit until they were evacuated in December. He later won the Military Cross, survived the war, became a
successfl farmer and eventually went into politics and became the Minister for Army and Defence in World
War Il. He was killed in an air crash near Canberra airport in August 1940.
As troops left Australia in June, one high ranking barrister was landing
to take up his duties on GallipoliMajor General James Leggewent to
command the SLDivision on 24" June after its previous commander, General
Bridges, had fallen victim to a sniper. Legge had a gift for quarrelling with
high-ranking officers. He had alreadgwsed a row with the British in Cairo by
complaining about the training facilities in Egypt. He arrived on Gallipoli to be
greeted by protests from Generals Hal
concerning his appointment. He was only on Gallipoli for a timoand
according to Charles Bean, 6his shor
di fficultiesd. One area of disagr eeme
attack on Lone Pine in August. Whether he was right or wrong, no doubt many
people were relieved ven he left in late July to organise tH¥ Rivision in
Egypt . According to Leggeos bi ograp
Academy, Gener al Bi rdwood had O6sei ze
from the sceneo. [Lefe d@ keggan AAushlidn Waet ur n
Memorial Negative Number 100140
Support for the soldiers on Gallipoli kept up throughout July. In this hot month a contingent f the 1
Field Ambulance landed. Among them we@harles Glentworth Addison, a 32year oldbarrister from
DenmanChambers who lived at Hunters Hill, addseph Palmer Abbott{ a 23year oldlaw student
articled to Arthur Littlejohn of Castlereagh Street. Both men were invalided sick off the Peninsula within a
few weeks.
A steady stream of injuries continued. O’ Tuly, Lieutenant Stacywas wounded in action with
the 4" Battalion. On 28 July the young law studer@harles Bernard Donaldsonfrom Sydney University,
was killed with the 2 Battalion. He was working at repairing and extending trenches at a plase ks
Browndés Dip. As he was <carrying a bag of sand al
above the parapet. He was a talll man and accordin
was instantaneous.

h
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August battles and reinforcements

In the early part of August the Australians tried repeatedly to break out of their positions at Gallipdli. On 6
August a number of units attacked one of the healefgnded Turkish positions at Lone Pine. Lone Pine
was one of the definingngagements of the Gallipoli campaign. It is hard to sort out the actions of all the



